First, Sunday of Advent

November 29, 2009

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect
and raise your heads because your redemption is at
hand.” - Luke 21:28

Images of the final judgment can be scary,
especially if we have not been faithful to God’'s
commands throughout our lives. However, if we
have been good stewards, we have left nothing to
chance. We have carefully planned our giving and
followed Our Lord’s example of service and
sacrifice. Thus, no matter the day or the hour we will
be ready to stand erect and raise our heads to meet
God face to face.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

November 29 through December 6, 2009
Jer 33:14-16 Ps 25:4-3,8-9,10,14

I Thes 3:12-4:2 Lk 21:25-28,34-36
Rom 1(:9-18 Mi4:15-22

T Is 15114 Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday: Ts 25:6-10a Mt 15:29-37

Sunday:

Monday:

Thursday:  Is 26:1-6 Mt 7:21,24-27

Friday: 1529:17-24 Mt 9:27-31

Satarday:  Ts 30:19-21,23-26 Mt 9:35-10:1,55.6-8
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9 Pz 126:1-6 Phil 1:4-6,8-11

Lk 3:1-6

Monday, November 30, St. Andrew
*6:30 AM  Jason Hoff
8:30 AM Richard Anderson Jr.—birthday
Tuesday, December 1
*6:30 AM Deceased Passionist Nuns
+8:30 AM  Good Family
Wednesday, December 2
*6:30 AM Deceased Parents & Relatives
8:30 AM  Special Intentions
Thursday, December 3, St. Francis Xavier
*6:30 AM  Deceased Benefactors
+8:30 AM  Elizabeth Rockett & Anna lovino
Friday, December 4, St. John of Damascus
*6:30 AM  Leonard Sappington
8:30 AM  Matthias & Louise Backer
Saturday, December 5
*7:30 AM  Rose Klebolt
9:00 AM  Bill Scofield
Saturday, December 5, Vigil of Second Sunday of Advent
5:00 PM Louis & Pearl Witte
Sunday, December 6, Second Sunday of Advent
6:30 AM Patricia A. Biffignani
8:00 AM Jim Hintz
10:00 AM Parishioners
12:00 PM Adeline Yacup
5.00 PM Steve Denney
* at Passionist Nuns’ Chapel, + School Children at Mass

We are grateful for your gift to God and your
continued support and sacrifice to our parish.
The Fiscal Year began July 1st, 2009—

November 22’s envelope collection was $ 22,341.50
Amount needed to stay within budget $ 31,100.00
Last week we were under budget -$ 8,758.50
Fiscal YTD under budget -$ 60,762.62

On 11/15, 605 envelopes (29%) were used out of a possi-
ble 2115.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Tuesday, December 8, 2009
8:30 AM and 7:00 PM in Church
Eucharistic Adoration Tuesday 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM

& 8:00 PM until Wednesday 8:30 AM
Mass at 6:30 AM at the Passionist Chapel

Advent Penance Service
Wednesday, December 9, 2009 at 7:00 PM
Reconciliation available every Saturday,
4:00 PM - 4:45 PM
or by appointment
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Advent Gathermg

Sunday, November 29th
After the 5:00 Mass

Please join us for a potluck  Bring a dish to teed the crowd.

dinner, stories, songs and A - F - Veggies, salads and dips
activities to prepare your G - P - Main Dishes - Casseroles
family for Christmas. and pasta dishes

O - Z PBreads and dessert

2009
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10:00 AM 12:00 PM 5:00 PM
Hospitality D&F Piel H Klein J Conlon D Andrews L Bellon Please call or email
Villaire Family J Krebs B Deemer C Burggraf C Igel Jackie with your
M Winkle J McCarthy B Peters B Cannon M McCormick Christmas
B&C Millman J Potter J Ludewig T Stanton avallab|I|t|y.
T Potter K Walsh G Steffan Thanks!
D Ziegler M Toenjes . 636'394'4,368
jstewart@saintclare
Lectors D Schnell L Jennings M Conlon J Allen P Perniciaro ofassisi.org
T Zamberlan A Kolelr F Grimes P Rubinelli J Seplimeyer V
Extraordinary M Cain H Klein B Durbin D Cohen B Bucchirie M Bevc
Ministers T Coover D Wingertsahn P Durbin J Fischer *D Burger *R Bevc
K Copple P Wingertsahn J Mathews G Livingston T Jannett C Canning
* indicates S Lueders *J Zimmerman J Renda M O’Neill B Kriegshauser S Furlow
rotating P McNeil *M Russo S Roche H Kriegshauser K Kohlberg
captains *B Schmidt M Russo *D Stovall M Mulligan C McCauley
p B Villaire K Schormann D Venverloh B Sauer D McCauley
G Villaire N Young J Venverloh J Teschner M Schaefer
D Wargel
D.O.T.G. Ministers J&L Schafbuch
Servers D Radke S Katke C Matlock S Bersett J Henty R Berry
D Radke S Meilink A Ripper R Donlin C Livingston P Conrey
M Ramberger R Ripper M Flynn R Livingston M Conrey
Certificates J Graziano J Zimmerman J Johnson B Gellasch T Jannett
V Wheeler T Murphy P Hunt

Theodore Robert King
son of Daniel & Elena (Sordo) King
Amelia Jane White
daughter of Matthew & Alison (Shipman) White

Jerry Weisbrod Carol Carter Francisco & Cirila Cuasay
Anthony Gallotta John McCarthy Wally Miller Joe Bobnar
Mark Yorkovich Dolores McGeehan Stanla Sullivan Fr.
Tom Begley Jacqueline Dolan James Laverty Peggy
Scofield Merle Flickinger Josephine Piazza Milton Nancy
Caraway Bob Conley Berna Butler Mary Jane Baechle
John Zimont Kate McBride Mary Ann Ferrara M. Helen
Meyer Cheryl Johnson Patti Coghlan Fred Kovar Matt
Killela Dillon Blair Ray Wagner Jean Krueger Dan Klees
Jim Broom Carina Robb Bob Villaire Mary Ellen Stortz
Don Kemner Dorris Wong Gary Stiers Carole Rochow
Marney Kockler Margaret Kemner Mary Cowell Nancy
Nellis Alex Wangerin TJ Biddle Deidre Gossett Dorothy
Steffan Kathleen Telscher Judy Plank Bob Klebolt Pat
Pavlack Mary Salerno Victor Farah Bill Lawson Flo
Wingertsahn Donna Holzum Pat Gladson Tonya Smith
Lorraine Lahey Gloria Schnell Jeff Brockelmeyer Marcella
Hoffmann Betty White Dorothy Manrose Ben Ward Frank
Korte Deacon Mike Kenney Dennis Wagner Joseph Flood
Dorothy Macinski Jim Hoffmann Clarence Klingert Kathy
Cabral Steve Israel Arista Phillipson Bob Schlueter
Stephanie Walker John Walsch Dolores Gordon Lindsey
Maloney Tom Peck Monica Melroy Albert Goelzshauser
Ellen Malecek Diane Baetz Mary Ann Mulligan Dolores
Kohlberg Jacque Murray Barb Hogan Betty Poster Aiden
Drew Jack Simon Don Nemec Heather Schulte Herb Karr
Paul Michel John Dunn Kathryn Kennealy Peggy Finan
Rachel Cunningham Rachel Baumgartner Gloria Wyers

Cy & Rita Graczak, 63 years on November 30th

David L. Stortz , husband of Mary Ellen

The will burn
this week, November 29—December 5

In Loving Memory of /-(\

Christopher Zandstra [109]]

Under the HIPAA laws, a hospital cannot inform your
parish when you are admitted unless you give them
permission to do so. You must do this every time you
register at the hospital.
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“Amen, | say to you, whatever you did
for one of the least brothers of Mine, you did for Me.”
Matthew 25:40

Advent offers this wonderful opportunity for us to respond to the
words of Christ, allowing us to be heralds of God'’s love to those
who are in need of our assistance and love.

"%
"%

Please take as many ornaments as you wish and return the
requested items to the Gathering Area. Please attach the appropriate
ornament to the outside of the bag so we can

deliver to the correct place.
We will be collecting items for:
St. Augustine Center in Wellston
Green Ornaments—return date—December 7th, 8:30am

St. Pius V Parish
Red Ornaments—return date—December 13th, Noon

St. Vincent de Paul Society
White Ornaments—return date-December 13th

May God bless you for your generous support in making this Christmas a season of hope for the
many who will benefit form your generous donations.

SVDP..SVDP..PANTRY ..SVDP..SVDP

The needs of the SVDP church pantry for the December 6" Sunday collection are as follows:

PAPER TOWELS (OUT), TOILET PAPER (VERY LOW), LAUNDRY DETERGENT (OUT), CRACKERS
(OUT), CATSUP, MUSTARD, PANCAKE MIX, PANCAKE SYRUP, FRUIT JUICES (OUT), PASTA SAUCE,
SHAMPOO
Our clients are many and their needs continue. Once again we hope we will be able to count on our loving
parishioners who continue to help, even in these hard times.
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From the pen of Fr. Tim...

It has been 45 years since we first heard the immortal words
from Lucy of Peanuts fame. ‘We all know that Christmas is a
big commercial racket. It's run by a big eastern syndicate, you

know." But perhaps in this time of economic woe, | can

suggest something that might turn Christmas from a glut of
capitalism and put the Feast back on its proper focus — the
Incarnation, the Birth of the Savior. To do this, why not reduce
our gift purchases to Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.... One gift in each category.
Gold is atoy. | am firm believer in people getting toys for Christmas, meaning gifts that help bring
balance. Music, Games, DVDs... whatever it is that helps you to blow off a little steam and do what you have

to do in life.

Frankincense is a gift that brings the family together. That could be a family game, or some toy or some
project. Be creative... | could see a set of baseball gloves, or making sure everyone has a bike, or picnic
kit. But whatever it is, choose it so that it can and will bring the family together.

And Myrrh is a gift that brings us to Christ. Again, be creative. That might include a Rosary, or a book
about the saints, or what have you. But whatever it is, let it point to the reason for the season. Let it point to

our Faith.

Gifts are great fun, and | would not want to destroy the wonder or the joy of Christmas morning, but
perhaps here is a way to put the Solemnity of Christ at Christmas back into perspective.

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER

The 20th annual National Night of Prayer for Life is
Tuesday, Dec. 8, the feast of the Immaculate
Conception and the eve of Our Lady of Guadalupe’s
first appearance in 1531 to Juan Diego. Following
Mass please join us before the Blessed Sacrament
and spend some time between the hours of 8pm and
midnight, asking Our Blessed Mother to intercede
with Jesus for the sanctity of all human life. The
Hour of Unity, St. Louis time, is 11pm to 12midnight.
During this hour we will be united in churches across
the country in reparation to end abortion and sins
against the Gospel of Life. Each hour we will recite
5 decades of the rosary, the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, prayer to St. Michael, with time for
meditation. Mary brought about the conversions of
tens of thousands of Aztecs to the Catholic Church,
ending the barbaric human sacrifices in Mexico for
all time. Now with over 50 million reported abortions
performed in America since 1973, we ask that you
join us in reparation for these horrible atrocities by
kneeling in atonement before the throne of God and
besiege our Blessed Mother for her powerful
intercession. We ask those who cannot attend this
vigil to please pray at home some time during the
vigil hours. Your prayers are important to change
the “culture of death” which is so prevalent in our
society.
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g LET US PRAY FOR PEACE THROUGHOUT OUR g
:WORLD. WE PRAY FOR ALL WHO DEFEND THE =
* CAUSE OF FREEDOM. The daughters and sons of »
+ our parish in the military are:
% Capt. Elizabeth Anderson

» EMFR Jeff Belcher

¥ 1st Lt Lindsay Bengard

% *Pvt. Christopher Buerke

% Capt. Aaron Coulter

% A1C Adam L. Daniels

% *Com. James R. DeBold

* Lt Col. Mary Durbin

x Capt. Michael Fessler

+« *SSgt. Frank Gervascio

% PFC Spencer Guffey

’ *Capt. Jake Holly

% L Cpl Chris Koeller

% Maj. Sean Murphy

% Lt. Nate Olish

* PFC Rebecca Pollvogt

% PO2 Bryan Reading

* Sgt. Michael Roth

x Capt. Jason Sartori

* Capt. Aaron M. Stumpf

* *Capt. Tim Thornton SA Nick Welegala

b Sgt. Peter Welegala L Cpl Ryan Zander

I * = serving in the Mideast

% (Please call the rectory if we are missing any names of
 our parishioners or their sons or daughters.)

»*

Capt. Jarrod Aranda

*Col. David Bellon

PFC Steven M. Brown

Lt. Nicholas Copeland

M Chief Jeff Covington

*SSgt. Steve Darmon

Lt. Col. Steve Dobronski

PFC Andrew Fallert

MSgt Christopher Fick
*Sgt. Dennis M. Gildea Jr

Sgt. Michael J. Hartman

SFC Tim Kelley

PFC Alex Moranz

Lt. Michael Murray

Capt. Ryan Olish

Maj. John Popiak

CW3 Matthew Reasor

CDR Anthony SanJose

PO Paul Schneider
SSgt. Robert Thibodeaux
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOK 2010

The Entertainment discount coupon books are being
sold by the Men’s Club. Obtain discounts on dining,
entertainment, casual dining, groceries, cleaning,
etc. Coupons are valid through November 1, 2010.
You can obtain a book by contacting a member of
the Men’s Club or Jim Berblinger at 636.391.1197.
The cost is $30.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY

All 9"-12™ grade teens are invited to youth group on
Sunday nights at the Assisi House, from 6-8:30pm!
11/29 — No YG; instead, we'll be attending the
Advent Family Gathering

CLARIONS MONTHLY MEETING

The December monthly meeting has
cancelled. Enjoy the Christmas holidays!

been

CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE

Take a break from the hectic holiday schedule.
There are still a few tickets left for a fantastic way to
celebrate the coming Christmas season. Call Vic at
636.394.2735. Everyone over 21 is invited!

MEN'S CLUB

The next Men’s Club meeting will be December 7,
Monday, 7:30pm, in the Cafeteria. We would like to
encourage all men to attend and join the fun.
Looking forward to seeing you there. If you need
any particulars or have any questions please contact
Tim Newberry, 230.5591.

Soccer Lost & Found

We have a collection of soccer balls, jackets and
water bottles found on Crestview Lower and
Parkway West Straub/Micro soccer fields. If you are
missing something, call 636.458.1820 and we’ll
check for you. All items unclaimed by December 13
items will be donated to charity. Thank you!

JOB SEARCH

If you are in-between jobs or are looking
to find a new opportunity, please join us.
Meetings are held every two weeks on
Tuesday evenings from 7-9pm at the St. Clare of
Assisi school library. The meetings are comprised
of a job search mechanics discussion followed by a
spiritual session. The next meeting is this coming
Tuesday. If you need additional information,
contact Pat Wells at dpwells222@charter.net or 636-
458-4623.
You can also visit the CEN website:
www.catholicemploymentnetwork.org for help with
your job search:

Description of member parish job search groups
and other free CEN services

Prayers and spiritual support for your job search

Job Search Manual and previous CEN
Workshop presentations.

JOB OPENINGS ARE STILL NEEDED!!
If you are aware of an open position, please HELP
by letting us know. You might be able to help
somebody get a new start. Just send me an email
with the job description, qualifications and contact
information. Any help you can provide will be greatly
appreciated.

CLARIONS CARD PARTY

An afternoon of cards - Bridge or Pinochle

- on Monday, December 7, 1pm, at the
Assisi House.

To play Bridge call Vera Slattery 227.5206.

To play Pinochle call Joyce Johnson 207.7596.
Call to make your reservation by December 3.

Soccer Program - Help Needed!

For the 2010 season, the soccer program will need a
Director, Assistant Director, and Grade Level
Coordinator. Only minimal soccer knowledge and
experience is required. These are primarily
administrative positions. Please contact Mike Smith
at 314-436-8325 or
soccerdirector@stclareathletics.org.

COME ON A PILGRIMAGE WITH FR. BRIAN FISCHER

October 21-November 1, 2010

12 day experience visiting Fatima, Portugal; Santiago de Compestela, Salamanca, Avila, Madrid and more in
Spain... we will end the trip in Southern France visiting the site where our Blessed Mother appeared to St.

Bernadette in Lourdes. Come join this prayerful journey!

Contact Fr. Brian if interested: 314.792.7607, brianfischer@archstl.org
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Sun., Nov. 29 10:00am Babysitting-Assisi House 4:00pm Basketball-Gym
11:00am Welcoming Committee-Cafeteria 5:30pm Webelos-Cafeteria
1:00pm Baptism-Gathering Space 7:00pm Youth-Assisi House
6:00pm Parish Advent Gathering Cafeteria & Gym 7:00pm Noon Choir-Church
Mon., Nov. 30 4:00pm Basketball-Gym 7:15pm Boy Scouts-Cafeteria & St. Clare Room
5:30pm PSR-School & Church 7:30pm Knights of Columbus-Art Room
7:00pm CRHP Women 13-Assisi House 8:00pm Boy Scouts-Gym
7:00pm Basketball-Gym Thurs., Dec. 3 3:00pm Peer Tutoring-Library & Science Room
7:00pm Parish Council-Rectory lower level 4:00pm Basketball-Gym
7:30pm Men'’s Club-Cafeteria 6:30pm Girl Scout Moms-Art Room
Tue., Dec. 1 9:00am Adoration-Church 7:00pm CRHP Women 11-Assisi House
3:00pm Den 4-Cafetria 7:00pm 10am Choir Practice-Church
3:00pm Peer Tutoring-Library & Science Room Fri., Dec. 4 3:00pm Juniors 4171-Assisi House
4:00pm Basketball-Gym Sat., Dec. 5 8:00am Anniversary set-up-Cafeteria
7:00pm CRHP Women-Art Room 8:00am Basketball-Gym
7:00pm Job Search-Library 2:00pm Anniversary set-up-Gym
7:00pm CRHP Men-Science Room Sun., Dec. 6 10:00am Babysitting-Assisi House
Wed., Dec. 2 9:15am Bible Study-Assisi House 11:00am RCIA-Library
3:00pm Brownies 1808-Assisi House 1:00pm Youth Core Team-Assisi House
3:00pm Brownies 3515-Cafeteria 1:00pm Msgr. Callahan’s Anniversary-Gym & Cafe

3:00pm Youth Choir-Church 6:00pm Youth Group-Assisi House
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION....THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT

What greater gift can we give the Christ Child than our presence in His presence? Time spent in
Eucharistic Adoration is also a wonderful Christmas gift for ourselves. As Mother Teresa of Calcutta
so often stated, “When you look at the crucifix, you understand how much Jesus loved you when He
was crucified. When you look at the Sacred Host, however, you realize how much He loves You
NOW.” Moreover, visiting Him fulfills that urge to do something to “keep Christ in Christmas” as it
slows us down long enough to experience the angels' message:

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to all those of good will."
So, this Advent try dropping in during Eucharistic Adoration each week between the Tuesday and
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. Masses. Give the Christ Child a gift of your time It's a wonderful way to gain
some respite from the frenzy, exhaustion, and "blues" that so often accompany the Christmas
Season and to find the joy and peace for which we so ardently yearn during this season.




